Approved For Release g@m‘o : CIA-RDP62500231A00010015002§-8 /v

30 Beptomber 1359

SUBJECE: Comments aﬁ.'mam of Donversation batween
Henry Cebot lLodge and Mr. Khirushehev and Other
statements made during the United States Visit

P ;
SIBMARY

Io genersl, Mr. Shrushehev’s comments related to the fleld
of gulded missiles during his United States vigit added very little
i¢ snything to our curvent knowledge. OSuch statements ms were
mede sre in aceord with current ostimates of the USSR guided
missile aud spece program, &nd other foresl asnd inforssl statements
made by Kbrughchev. '

PISCUSBION

The following comments relste specificslly to the converss-
tiocns between Hepry Gabot Iodge and M. Khrushchev:

a. We are umsble to identify the missile Enrushchev
had in mind in bis comment thet & Soviet eclentist had
perfected & rocket that hits the bull's eye on ite Tirst
f£iight and that this perfection wae the result of & nevw
yocket engline that perfOrwed excellently on its first
test. However, his comment is consistent with owr
knowledge of the Soviet 950 n.s., missile, which has an
engine different from previocus Soviet miseiles, has been
unusually relisble and gensrally accurate in test flrings,
and which appeers to have reached operational siatus
after an upusually brief perisd of development. It is
doubtful that he was referring to the ICEM. In any
case, his statement that the success of the engine reduced
the development periocd by two years s unususl, since
the development of the guidsnce system is noymally the
tigme~controlling factor. This could indicete the use
of & tried asd proven guidence sysiem in the mimila.
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Cebot Lodge and Mr. Khrushcehev and Other Stabenents
mede durdng the United States Visit

The statewent that the rocket englpe performed
exgeliently on 1ts first test is cot surprising ox
gpectacular in view of the meuy yesrs of Soviet
- experience in rocket englne developwent. Psat spscula~
tion on the high rellability of Soviet alssiles hap
centered on & superior propellent systes or an exsellent
rocket engine. Ehrushchev's stetsment lende credence
to the lather,; while ifntelligence indieates continved
Boviet use of conventionsl propellants.

b« HKorushchev commented that rockets wers wonderful
-~ you dld not Beve Lo train people to mavigite thes,
Although this is frue in tersw of mavigetion it certeinly
is not true of the fraining required for the other
agpeots of the missile asysten. The operatiousl lasunching
of & ballistic missile requires intengive individunl and
integrated crew tralning over & pariod of months, and
thiz assumes & substantinl level of preparation on the
part of techuiciens prior to assigmment in the missile
fiald,

¢. Khrushchev slso commented that guided missiles
eould be stored simply and 414 not beoome checiets op
deteriorate. This statement is in gesersl contrary to .
fact snd iz also 8 contradiction of past stetemests by
Khrushehey on this subject. In Mey of 1959, Ehrushchev
stated that rockets were delicate things vwhich are
stored but aeed constant maintersnce. The raplé pace
of technologieal advance continues to emke the obso-
lesence of misslle systems and individuel components a
slguificant factor iu wemDon systen programaisng.

The only cther sigaificent commests related to the Soviet

guided missile and space program made by Mr. Kurushohev during his
United States trip are 2s followas:

&. In los Angeles My. Khrushchev commsnted, "as for
the output of owr rocketls, those are oo the sssembly
1ine”. In the context of the ICBM, IBBM and meny other
Soviet misalle progrems this statement is probably trus
and is in sccord with ouwr urrent Bational Estimates.
The statement 1z also sonsistent with Mr. Bhaushehevis
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comments on ICEM production mﬁs in November 1998 and
Jamwsyy 1999,

p. In conversation with the Senate Foreig: Beletions
Gomiﬁt@a Mr, Khrushohev was ssked by Sepator Bussell
about moon shot fallures which had been cosmented upon
in the United fitates press with respect to remerks made
by #r, Nixon. #r. Kharushchev explained that s rocket
had been prepsred and placed ou the launching site but
was later removed when 1% falied o check out properiy.
Appther rocket vas launched in its place and hit the
aoon. There 8 wo svidence to confirm oy deny Mr.
Ehrushechev's statement that one rocket was substlituted
for avother, buk he ls correct in ststing that only one
vehicle was actually launched, |
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